
IB LANGUAGE A1 .IB ENGLISH 1.  
SUMMER PROJECT : 2015-2016 
 
Dear _____________________________________, 
 
Congratulations on accepting the challenge of International Baccalaureate for the 2015-2016 school year. We 
are looking forward to an exciting, engaging, and rigorous study of literature.  
 
IB English (HL) 1 will cover Part IV (Free Choice of Literature) and Part I (World Literature in Translation) of 
the IB Language A1 Higher level syllabus. This requires a total of eight literary works (including summer 
reading), some originally written in English and some written in other languages, later translated. We will also 
be studying some supplemental works. The curriculum is designed to “enrich international awareness of IB 
students” and to “promote a healthy respect for the imagination and a perceptive approach to the understanding 
and interpretation of literary works.” 
 
Our course begins with Albert Camus’ The Stranger and James Cain’s The Postman Always Ring Twice. The 
works parallel each other in many ways, despite surface level linguistic structure. As you read, you are to 
annotate, using the following guidelines: 
 

• Write comments outside of paragraphs/sections of importance, especially places where you ask 
questions, relate to characters, identify symbols, etc.  

• Star any passages that are important: an event, decision, or cause and effect relationship. 
• Underline any sentence that makes you think or appeals to you because of the language. 
• Circle words that are unfamiliar. 
• Bracket passages that you were confused about or which you did not understand.  

 
Please come pick up your books in room 109 by 3 PM, Friday, May 22. Otherwise, you will need to pick 
up books in the main office after school has closed for the year. 
 
You may wish to color-code your comments or to list important characters with brief descriptions, or page 
numbers on which significant information about the characters can be found. Above all, make the annotation 
useful to you. In addition to a reading-check test, you will be writing literary analysis of the novel and 
explications of short passages, so annotate in a way that will help you with those assignments. Your annotated 
book will be turned in for evaluation on the first day of school.  
 
Please keep in mind that on the first day, you will be completing a comparative analysis essay on the two, and 
will be expected to write proficiently on both texts annotated over the summer.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. Have an amazing summer, experience new things, and 
most of all, read. I can’t wait to meet you all in the fall.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Miss Emily Swank 
Swank-KE@wcsoh.org 
teacherswank@gmail.com 
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