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Honors American Literature 
Summer Project 

 
This project will be due on August 5, 2015 by 12:00 p.m. (noon) in the main office.  
Please turn your assignments in to the secretary who will give you a receipt when you 
turn it in.  Failure to do the project will result in being removed from the class. 
 
Any questions over the assignment can be directed to Mrs. Mary Fuchs or Mrs. Amanda 
King via email or in person prior to the end of the school year.  
  
A.  Required Reading 

East of Eden (EOE) by John Steinbeck was first published in 1952.  Set in the Salinas 
Valley of California, the novel explores such broad issues as the nature of evil and the 
nature of the human spirit.  It’s also an entertaining story that you will enjoy.  The plot 
follows two families across three generations- the Trask and Hamilton families.  In 
typical Steinbeck fashion, symbols and metaphors are built not only on physical objects 
but are also built into the setting, the characters, the plot, and the dialogue. 

 You need to PURCHASE your own copy of East of Eden and read all of it over the 
summer, while completing two additional assignments. We suggest you purchase the 
book rather than obtaining a library copy since you will need to bring the book to class in 
the fall. Plus, you should write notes in the margins of the novel while you are reading. 

 Please come back very familiar with the novel and able to discuss it.  There will 
be an objective test over the novel during the first week of school and an essay/project to 
complete as well.  Please pace yourself while reading this novel because this is a lengthy 
assignment but an enjoyable one. 
  
 
B.  Required Assignments 
 
1.  Complete the Increasing Your Understanding activity.  Please see the attached 
directions and provided chart for this portion of your project. 
2.  Please complete the Major Works Data Sheet.  Responses can either be typed or 
legibly handwritten.   
 
C.  Assessment 
        The Increasing Your Understanding activity will be graded on the thoroughness of 
your answers. The Major Works Data Sheet will be graded using the provided rubric. 
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Increasing Your Understanding of East of Eden 
 

Before you read Steinbeck’s East of Eden, take a few minutes to read the first four 
chapters of the biblical book of Genesis.  Since the Bible has heavily influenced much of Western 
thought, many authors reference the text in their writing.  One example of such a work is EOE.  
Steinbeck centers his novel on the biblical story of Adam and Eve and it is impossible to fully 
understand the allegory without becoming familiar with the Biblical references made in the novel.  
Our intent is NOT to discuss Steinbeck’s use of the creation story or that of Cain &Abel in terms 
of religious belief.  Rather, we will be comparing the two pieces, East of Eden and the Genesis 
narrative, to gain a deeper understanding of the use of allegory as a literary device.  Our focus 
will be on Steinbeck’s literary choices in telling this tale not on the content or validity of the 
Biblical stories. 

Since the translation of the Hebrew word “timshel” is important to the final message in 
EOE it is important to read a more literal translation of the Bible.  Read Genesis chapters 1-4 
from the New International, King James, or Revised Standard versions.  You can get a copy of 
any of these versions at the local library or online at www.biblegateway.com.  You may also read 
the chapters from any Hebrew Torah. 

After reading the above chapters, find a minimum of five specific instances in Genesis, 
which relate to East of Eden and complete the chart on the back of this sheet. 
 

Biblical Characters and Places Referenced in East of Eden 
Adam – In Hebrew the name means “human.” The word comes from the Hebrew word for “earth” since 
Adam was made out of the ground. Adam was the first human being formed by God and became the 
father of mankind. He was given rule over the Garden of Eden and the animals until he and his wife Eve 
disobeyed God and ate of the fruit of the tree of knowledge and were banished from Eden. As a result of 
their actions, human beings began to age and die and men were cursed to have to toil when they worked 
the ground. 
Samuel – A very important prophet in Israel. His mother had promised Samuel as a servant of the Lord 
from birth. He became the leader of the nation and helped to turn the nation back to worshipping God. 
When he was a young man living in the house of the high priest (as an apprentice) God called to him in 
the middle of the night and told him he would become the leader of the people in order to turn the country 
back to God. Samuel accepted this responsibility willingly. 
Caleb – One of the only two Israelites who left Egypt with Moses who was allowed to enter the Promised 
Land. He and 11 others were sent to spy out the land for the Israelites. But only he and Joshua brought 
back a good report to the people and believed their nation could conquer the inhabitants. The others 
lacked the faith that God would help them win and they persuaded the people not to fight for the land. As 
a result Caleb and Joshua were the only ones out of the thousands of people who had left Egypt that were 
still alive at the end of the 40 years in the wilderness to enter the land. 
Aaron – The brother of Moses (a Jew who led his people out of slavery in Egypt and led them during the 
40 years in the wilderness.) Aaron helped Moses lead the people by being his spokesperson. Aaron was 
also an important figure in the nation because he was the first high priest, the spiritual head of the people. 
He was supposed to be a holy, good person and be the intermediary between God and the Jewish people. 
But Aaron was never allowed into the Promised Land because at one point during their journey, he led 
the people to worship idols instead of God. 
The Promised Land – The land of Israel that God promised the Jews would inherit. This is where they 
were to build their nation. It was called a land flowing with milk and honey because the land was very 
rich and fertile. The Jews did not receive the land until 40 years after leaving slavery in Egypt because of 
their disobedience to God.  They made idols to other gods and complained that God wasn’t taking care 
of them. Because of this they had to wander around in a desert for those 40 years as a punishment before 
being allowed to settle in Israel. 
Doxology – A hymn or group of words that praises God. 
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Name: _________________________________ 
 
Date:  __________________________________ 
 
 
Genesis East of Eden 
Example:  Cain gave the 
fruit of the soil as an 
offering to the Lord 

Charles gave his dad a penknife that he bought with money he 
earned chopping wood.  Chopping wood is a way of working 
with the land, so in essence, Charles gave his father a gift that 
resulted from his working with the land, just as Cain did. 

  

  

  

  

  



Major Works Data Sheet 
Student Name: Honors English II 

Due Date: August 5, 2015 
 

Title: Author: 

Publisher/Date of Publication: 

Number of pages: Literary Genre: 

Choose two characters from your novel.  Choose four traits.  (Traits may include things like 
reliability, honesty, arrogance, dominance)  Compare and contrast each character based on 
the chosen traits. 

Character #1 Character #2 

Description Trait Description 

   

   

   

   



 
Define internal conflict.  Define external conflict.  Provide an example from the novel of each 
and discuss how each of the examples impacts the plot line. 
 

What is the historical time period of your text?  Provide historical background information 
for the setting of the text or the time period in which the text was written.  EXPLAIN the 
connection between both time period and the text. 
 



Choose at least one lesson 
that the protagonist has 
learned throughout the story.  
Explain fully, citing specific 
examples from the text. 

 
 

        OR 
 

Choose at least one lesson you 
have learned while reading the 
story.  Explain fully, citing 
specific examples from the text. 

 



Major Works Data Sheet Rubric 
 
 
Introduction 

 
 
Name 
 
 
Name is 
included. 

 
 
Title/Author/Pages/ 
Publisher/Publicatio
n  
Date 
Incl. text information 

 
 
Genre 
 
 
Genre is 
chosen. 

Points 
Possible 

 
10 

Points 
Received 

 
 
Character 

Characters 
 
Identifies two 
characters from 
the text 
 
Not clear if two 
characters are 
identified 
 
Not identified; not 
appropriate; blank 

Traits 
 
Identifies four of each of 
two characters’ traits in 
the text 
 
Not clear if four of each 
of two characters traits 
are identified 
 
Traits not identified; not 
appropriate; blank 

Description of  
Characters 
 
Describes the two 
characters 
according to 
identified traits 
 
Describes the two 
characters 
according to some 
of the identified 
traits 
 
Not identified; not 
appropriate; 
blank 

     40 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Conflict Internal/ External 
 
Identifies main 
idea/theme of the 
text 
 
Not clear if main 
idea/theme is 
identified 
 
Not identified; not 
appropriate; blank 

Two examples 
 
Connection is made to the 
text 
 
Connection is not 
specifically from the text 
 
No clear connections 
No connection 
Not appropriate; blank 

Discussion 
 
Insightful, 
detailed 
commentary 
explaining 
connection 
 
Somewhat 
insightful, 
detailed 
commentary 
explaining 
connection 
 
Somewhat 
insightful and 
detailed, but does 
NOT explain 
connection 
 
Not appropriate; 
blank 

 
20 

 



Setting Time Period 
Identifies the time 
period in which the 
text was written 
and/or set 
 
Identifies the time 
period, but does 
not specify if it is 
the setting of the 
text or when the 
text was written 
 
Does not make a 
clear decision 
regarding time 
period 
 
Not appropriate ; 
blank 

Description 
 
Identifies details of the 
setting of the text and/or 
time period in which it 
was written 
 
Identifies a few specific 
details of the time period, 
but is primarily general 
 
Does not identify any 
specific details of the time 
period 
 
Not appropriate ; blank 

Connections 
between time 
period and text 
 
Connection is 
made to the text 
and to the time 
period in which it 
was set and/or 
written 
 
Connection 
between the text 
and the time 
period is 
attempted, but not 
clearly made. 
 
No clear 
connection 
between the text 
or time period 
 
No connection to 
the text 
 
Not appropriate; 
blank 
 

 
15 

 

Lesson Lesson 
States an insightful 
lesson illustrating 
reflection 
 
States a somewhat 
insightful lesson 
illustrating 
reflection 
 
States a somewhat 
insightful lesson 
illustrating some 
reflection 
 
Lesson not 
appropriate ; 
blank 

Explanation 
 
Insightful, detailed 
commentary explaining 
connection 
 
Somewhat insightful, 
detailed commentary 
 
Somewhat insightful, 
detailed commentary but 
doesn’t explain 
connection 
 
Not appropriate ; blank 

Specific Examples 
 
Connection is 
made to the text 
 
Connection is not 
clearly from the 
text 
 
No clear 
connection 
 
No connection 
Not appropriate; 
blank 

 
15 

 

 


