
AP English Language and Composition Summer Project 
                        

Mrs. Graham                               mrsgrahamwshs@gmail.com 

 
 

Dear____________________________________,  

 
Congratulations on choosing to enroll in AP English Language & Composition. This course focuses on rhetoric and 
the underlying, often hidden, meanings of language conveyed in a text. In order to utilize your time to the fullest, it 
is suggested that you begin the assignment immediately. Good luck! 

               -Mrs. Graham 

 
Reading Materials 

 
As learners and speakers of the English language, it is imperative that your mind be challenged with new ways of 
viewing and interpreting language. For the reading portion of the project, you will all read Bird by Bird by Anne 
Lamott. Then, you will be given ONE book from the Book Circle Reading Choices. Everyone will complete the 
same requirements listed in the directions. 
 
Required Non-Fiction 

 Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life by Anne Lamott 
 
 Book Circle Reading Choices 

 Black Like Me, by John Howard Griffin 

 David and Goliath: Underdogs, Misfits, and the Art of Battling Giants, by Malcolm Gladwell 

 Friday Night Lights: A Town, a Team, and a Dream, by H.G. Bissinger 

 I am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and was Shot by the Taliban, by Malala Yousafzai 

 I Thought it was Just Me [But it Isn’t]: Making the Journey from ‘What Will People Think?’ to ‘I am Enough’, by Brene 
Brown 

 Lone Survivor: The Eyewitness Account of Operation Redwing and the Lost Heroes of Seal Team 10, by Marcus Luttrell 
 

 
Directions for Reading: All portions of the project are to be TYPED. 

 Vocabulary –  
o For Bird by Bird and your Book Circle Reading Choice, you must learn the vocabulary terms attached 

and identify how each are employed in the text by Lamott and your Book Circle author.  
 

 Essay –  
o There are three statements about literature on the attached page. Defend or refute (go against) one 

of the following statements; support your stance using specific citations from the two works.  
 

 TEDtalk/Interview/Movie –  
o If your Book Circle author has a TEDtalk on TED.com, you must watch it and write a reflection. 

The reflection must include the topic of the talk, your general opinion of whether it was successful 
and how it does or does not relate to the book that you are reading by that same author. If the 
author DOES NOT have a TEDtalk, you must find an interview, blog post or watch the movie 
version of the books and analyze it using the same guidelines given for the TEDtalk requirements.  

 
 
 



Summer Project – Essay Directions 

Below, there are three statements about literature. Defend, refute (go against), or qualify (rationalize both sides of 
the argument) for ONE of the following statements; support your stance using SPECIFIC 
CITATIONS/QUOTES from the two works (Bird by Bird and Book Circle Choice). Your response should reflect 
your thoughts, observations, and analysis of the books. For this project, research is discouraged. Your response 
should be original. The essay is worth 50 points of your total summer project score. 

Guidelines 

o Do not summarize; this is ANALYSIS 

o 3-4 pages, not including the Works Cited page 

o 12 point, Times New Roman font 

o Double spaced  

o Use MLA format for in-text citations and Works Cited page 

Three Statements (CHOOSE ONE!) 

o Statement One: "A story must be exceptional enough to justify its telling; it must have something more 

unusual to relate than the ordinary experience of every average man and woman." --- Thomas Hardy  

 

 

o Statement Two: "What lasts is what is written. We look to literature to find the essence of an age." --- Peter 

Brodie 

 

 

o Statement Three: "Thus all art is propaganda and ever must be, despite the wailing of the purists ... I do 

not care a damn for any art that is not used for propaganda."--- W.E.B. DuBois 

 

 

 

TEDtalk/Interview/Movie Directions 
 

o If your Book Circle author has a TEDtalk on TED.com, you must watch it and write a reflection.  

 
o The reflection must include the topic of the talk, your general opinion of whether it was successful and how 

it does or does not relate to the book that you are reading by that same author.  

 
o If the author DOES NOT have a TEDtalk, you must find an interview, blog post or watch the movie 

version of the books and analyze it using the same guidelines given for the TEDtalk requirements.  

 
o MUST BE TYPED. 

 

 

 



Summer Project – Vocabulary Directions 

Here are 20 vocabulary words. Be sure to study these words and gain a good understanding of them. For each word 
you must relate them to your books, 10 to Bird by Bird, and 10 to the Book Circle Choice.  

You must then: 

1. Write an explanation of how the word relates to the book (2-3 sentences) 

2. Find a citation/quote from the book that relates to the vocabulary word. Please remember to use proper 

MLA citation format.  

3. MUST BE TYPED 

4. 10 pts each 

Example Vocabulary Exercise  

Capricious:  Scout, in the novel To Kill a Mockingbird, is very capricious in her everyday actions. She 
continuously surprises her brother Jem and her friend Dill with her ability to keep up with the boys not matter what 
they do. She also often has outbursts that display her powerful personality.  

A citation that exemplifies how Scout is capricious is when she impulsively fights her cousin. Scout states, "This 
time, I split my knuckle to the bone on his front teeth. My Left impaired I sailed in with my right, but not for long" 
(Lee 84).  

AP Summer Vocabulary 

Diction: The distinctive vocabulary of a particular author. "Concrete diction" refers to a use of words which are 
specific and "show" the reader a mental picture. "Abstract diction" refers to words which are general and "tell" 
something, without a picture. Notice the difference: (1) Abstract "Telling"- "Even a large male gorilla, 
unaccustomed to tourists, is frightened by people;" (2) Concrete diction "Showing"- "A four-hundred-pound male 
[gorilla], unaccustomed to tourists, will bolt into the forest at the mere sight of a person." 

Rhetoric: Rhetoric is the art of using language as a means to influence the reader in some way. Along with grammar 
and logic or dialect, rhetoric is one of the three ancient arts of discourse. From ancient Greece to the late 19th 
Century, it was a central part of Western education, filling the need to train public speakers and writers to move 
audiences to action with arguments. The very act of defining has itself been a central part of rhetoric, appearing 
among Aristotle's Topics. **Rhetor: in ancient Greece and Rome, a master or teacher of rhetoric; an orator. 

Bombastic: Using or characterized by high-sounding but unimportant or meaningless language; pompous; 
grandiloquent 

Ethos: An appeal based on the character of the speaker. An ethos-driven document relies on the reputation of the 
author and his or her sense of right and wrong (ethics). 

Logos: An appeal based on logic or reason; usually uses facts or figures to solidify an argument. Documents 
distributed by companies or corporations are logos-driven. Scholarly documents are also often logos-driven. 

Pathos: An appeal based on emotion. Advertisements tend to be pathos-driven. 

Capricious: Impulsive; unpredictable 

Tone: The writer's attitude, mood or moral outlook toward the subject and/or readers, i.e. as angry, empathetic, 
critical, ironic, suspicious, comic, surprised, sarcastic or supportive, etc.  



Appeal: The power of arousing a sympathetic response, to arouse a sympathetic response. 

Argument: Discourse intended to persuade; the subject matter, a process of reasoning. 

Colloquialism (colloquial): A word or phrase used in an easy, informal style of writing or speaking. It is usually 
more appropriate in speech than formal writing. Colloquialisms appear often in literature since they provide a sense 
of actual conversation and use the pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary of everyday speech. Mark Twain makes 
use of colloquialisms in his Huckleberry Finn, such as in the opening line of the story, "You don't know about me 
without you have read a book by the name of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, but that ain't no matter" (Twain 1). 

Connotation: Suggestions and associations which surround a word as opposed to its bare, literal meaning. It is the 
opposite of denotation. Literature uses connotation; science and philosophy use denotation. Connotation refers to 
qualities, attributes, and characteristics implied or suggested by a word and depend upon the context in which the 
word is used. 

Apathy: A lack of feeling or emotion, lack of interest or concern. 

Paradox: A statement that appears to be contradictory, but which reveals a deeper truth. For example, one of the 
most important principles of good writing is this: "Less is more." It means that the most effective writing is clear 
and focused; everything extraneous is avoided. As Chesterton used the term, a paradox can refer both to a true 
statement, which at first seems to be false; and to a false statement, which at first seems to be true.  

Dialect: Variety of language confined to a region or group, manner or means of expressing oneself 

Understatement: A statement which says less than is really meant. It is a figure of speech which is the opposite of 
hyperbole. Hyperboles exaggerate; while understatements minimize.  

Hyperbole: Deliberate and obvious exaggeration for effect. Example: "I have tons of money." 

Anecdote: A short narrative of an interesting, amusing or biographical incident. 

Condescending: Patronizing or assuming superiority. 

Voice: An author's distinctive literary style, basic vision and general attitude toward the world. This "voice" is 
revealed through an author's use of SYNTAX (sentence construction); DICTION (distinctive vocabulary); 
PUNCTUATION; CHARACTERIZATION and DIALOGUE. The voice of an author may cover a wide range of 
possibilities (i.e. "victim," "judge," "friend," "coach," "spy," "opponent," "cheerleader"). 

 



 

 

 

The summer project is due NO LATER THAN 12:00 PM, Monday, August 3. 

You may drop off your materials to South’s Main Office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Statement of Understanding 
(turn in to me or my mailbox by Monday, May 18) 

 
In signing below, we, the student and parent, understand that the summer 
project for AP English Language and Composition is due on Monday, August 
3, at 12:00 P.M. (noon). It must be turned in to the Main Office to the secretary 
on duty. The date and time must be recorded on the folder and initialed by the 
secretary. It must then be placed in the box marked, AP Eng Lang/Comp. Late 
projects are not accepted and could result in a removal from the course and a 
failing grade for the quarter. 
 
 
 
 
Student name:______________________________________________ 
(Please, print.) 

 
Student Signature:_______________________________Date:_______ 
 
 
Parent Signature:________________________________Date:_______ 
 
 
 

 
 


