
IB Spanish SL/HL: Summer Assignment 2014 
 

This assignment is required if you intend to take IB Spanish SL Year 1.  

In order to prepare yourself for the level of reading that we expect of you in IB Spanish class, you 
need to read, read, read. In addition to any personal reading you may do in Spanish, please 
understand the following directions for your required summer assignment.  

Reading Assignment: 

 Choose 5 articles from Spanish-speaking newspapers or magazines, either online or hard copy. The 
length of each article should be a minimum of six paragraphs (not counting paragraphs of one or two 
sentences). Here is an example of the length: http://bit.ly/10pNQ11 

You must choose five articles, one each from the following themes.  

1) Science and Technology (ciencias y tecnología)  

2) Global Issues (temas globales) 

3) Entertainment (ocio) 

4) Cultural Diversity (diversidad cultural) 

5) Health (salud) 

Print or photocopy each article. Complete the provided worksheet which includes a list of five to ten 
key vocabulary words per article. Choose one that especially interests you; you will present it in class 
during the first week of school in August. Your teacher will tell you about the details of its 
presentation. In August, you will turn in to your teacher a folder with your five articles and your 
completed worksheets. Your teacher may use one of your articles in class for discussion or for an 
assignment.  

You can use my class website to help you search for articles online:  

www.classjump.com/matney   (Then click on the “Links” tab.  There should be a link for finding 
newspapers in Spanish.)  There are also many other links on my website to help you practice Spanish 
over the summer. 

Here are two more websites which may help you with your vocabulary, culture, grammar, listening 
comprehension, and reading comprehension.  

http://bit.ly/fiuA                                                                  http://bit.ly/fqU0lP   (more pop culture based) 



Speaking Assignments:  

We will be using Google Voice this year in Spanish to complete various speaking activities. Google 
Voice is a free service that allows you to record a message from your cell phone or land line. After you 
record your message, I will be able to listen to it and give you a grade. I will also be able to play it for 
you if you would like to hear it or if you have questions. This is an opportunity for you to practice 
speaking Spanish without having to take your speaking assessments in front of other students. 
*Please try to use the same phone each time you call Google Voice if possible. And on all calls, please 
clearly state your full name and class. (Standard Level or High Level) 

You will be required to call and leave a message twice during your summer break. 

By Friday, June 27: Call your teacher and tell her about your summer break so far. How have you 
been spending your time? What have you done? What do you plan on doing? Please use a variety of 
verb tenses/moods including preterit vs. imperfect, subjunctive, and future tenses. Please feel free to 
invent a story. It does not have to be truthful. You should speak for two minutes. 

 By Friday, July 25: Call your teacher and tell her about a news item from anywhere in the world that 
you have found interesting. Please use a variety of verb tenses/moods including preterit vs. 
imperfect, and subjunctive. Please feel free to invent a story. It does not have to be truthful. You 
should speak for two minutes. 

Example: "Hola, soy Stacy Brown de español BI nivel medio."   

Spanish Google Voice Number: (614) 296-2375 

*DO NOT USE FOR PLAY OR THERE WILL BE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES. ALL CALLS ARE RECORDED & 
TRACKED.* 

If you should have any questions about this assignment, please contact Mr. Rowsey at 
rowseyj@wcsoh.org or Mrs. Matney at matneya@wcsoh.org. We will check our email periodically 
during the summer. 

 

  



IB SPANISH WORKSHEET 

Spanish Seminar Summer Study: Assignment  
 
Llena una copia de esta tabla por cada artículo que lees. Vas a entregar las 5 copias a tu profesor en  
agosto. 
 
Título del artículo: 
 
 
 
Fuente (Source): Fecha: 

 
 
Tema (de las 5 temas en las instrucciones): 
 
 
Expresiones para comprender el artículo: 
 
Palabra / Expresión del artículo Equivalente/ Sinónimo / Antónimo en Español 

 
1.  

 
2.  

 
3. 
 

 

4. 
 

 

5. 
 

 

6. 
 

 

7. 
 

 

8. 
 

 

9. 
 

 

10. 
 

 

 
 
Ideas principales del artículo (2 o 3): 
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