
AP English Language and Composition Summer Project 2014/2015 

 

Dear____________________________________,  

Congratulations on choosing to enroll in AP English Language & Composition. This course 
focuses on rhetoric and the underlying purposes of language in a text. In order to utilize your time 
to the fullest, it is suggested that you begin the assignment immediately. Good luck! 

              -Mrs. Graham 

 
You will be graded on THREE main aspects: reading, journaling and writing two essays. The 
project is worth 200 points and will largely determine your Quarter 1 grade. Failing to complete the 
assignment will result in removal from the course and/or a failing grade for Quarter 1. Here are the 
requirements and expectations: 
 

□ Reading 
You will be responsible for reading TWO non-fiction books. You must choose ONE from the list below and  
you must choose ONE on your own. Each book has different requirements, so READ CAREFULLY. 
 

 Required Reading List: CHOOSE ONE and follow the directions. 

 Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life, by Anne Lamott 

 David and Goliath: Underdogs, Misfits and the Art of Battling Giants, by Malcolm Gladwell 

 Made to Stick: Why Some Ideas Survive and Others Die, by Chip Heath and Dan Heath 

 Moonwalking with Einstein: The Art and Science of Remembering Everything, by Joshua Foer 

 The Happiness Project: Or, Why I Spent a Year Trying to Sing in the Morning, Clean My Closets, Fight 

Right, Read Aristotle, and Generally Have More Fun, by Gretchen Rubin 

 
 Non-Fiction Work 

 Next, you must choose an outside piece of NON-FICTION to read. The non-fiction piece 

MUST center on a topic that is of HIGH INTEREST to you. For example, you love 

baseball; then choose a NON-FICTION book about baseball or a baseball hero, a memoir, 

historical account, etc. Or say you love to cook, choose a NON-FICTION book about 

cooking. Or, you love fashion or business or the arts or photography or track; ANYTHING! 

The requirement is that your book be a reflection of one of your passions in life. The book 

MUST be notable and well-respected. Resources such as Amazon.com or Goodreads.com 

have great topic searches and vast reader reviews. Your book choice should be enjoyable, 

not tiresome. You might also want to research booklists of those you admire in order to get 

more reading ideas. 



 
 

□ Journaling (150 pts) 
You will TURN IN a spiral notebook with the following: 

• For BOTH books: 
 Explanation of Why you chose each. Minimum one page, each. (15 pts each; total of 30 pts) 
 Meaningful Quotes – Quotes that stick out to you as especially memorable, powerful or poignant. 

Cite the page number, write the exact quote and give a brief explanation of WHY the quote was 
memorable, powerful, etc. Minimum of 10 quotes. (3 pts per quote; total of 60 pts) 

 
      For the Required Reading List selection: 

 Dated Log of how the REQUIRED text from the reading list is impacting your day-to-day life. 
o For example: Do you see concepts from the book being played out in daily interactions? 

Are you applying any of the principles of the book to your life? If so, how? If not, why 
not? Are you enjoying the book? Why or why not? What are you learning that you find 
fascinating? What are you learning that you find redundant or boring? And general, 
personal reactions to the text, likes/dislikes, etc. (50 pts) 

o I DO NOT WANT CHAPTER SUMMARIES. 
 

 TEDtalk or Blog Post – If your author has a TEDtalk on TED.com, you must watch it and write a 
reflection. The reflection must include the topic of the talk, your general opinion of whether it was 
successful and how it does or does not relate to the book that you are reading by that same author. 
If the author DOES NOT have a TEDtalk, you must find their blog and analyze an entry using the 
same guidelines given for the TEDtalk requirements. (10 pts) 

 
 

 

□ Essays (50 pts) 
 For each book, you must write a typed essay of at least 3 paragraphs that analyzes WHY each 

author may have chosen to write his/her non-fiction work. What is the PURPOSE behind what was 
written? Be sure to use MLA cited quotes to support your reasoning. Due with your Journal. (25 pts 
each; total 50 pts) 
 

 

That’s it! If you have pressing questions over summer break, DO NOT CALL my school number and DO NOT 

EMAIL MY SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESS. Instead, email me at mrsgrahamwshs@gmail.com. I will do 
my best to get back to you in a timely manner. Remember, you are turning in your Journal and your Essays. I DO 
NOT want your books but you MUST PURCHASE them and have them on the first day of school. Good luck! 

 

DUE MONDAY, AUGUST 4, 2014 by 
NOON in the MAIN OFFICE 

 

mailto:mrsgrahamwshs@gmail.com


 

All worksheets, books, and reading logs are due NO LATER THAN 12:00 PM, 
Monday, August 4, 2014. You may drop off your materials in a designated 

space in South’s Main Office. 

 

 

Statement of Understanding  

(Turn-in to my mailbox by May 16) 

 

In signing below, we, the student and parent, understand that the summer 
project for AP English Language and Composition is due on Monday, August 
4, at 12:00 P.M. (noon). It must be turned in to the Main Office to the secretary 
on duty. The date and time must be recorded on the folder and initialed by the 
secretary. It must then be placed in the box marked, AP Eng Lang/Comp. Late 
projects are not accepted and could result in a removal from the course and a 
failing grade for the quarter. 

 

Student name:______________________________________________ 

(Please, print.) 

 

Student Signature:_______________________________Date:_______ 

 

 

Parent Signature:________________________________Date:_______ 

 

 


