
Dear AP Language Students, 
 
Welcome to the challenge of Advanced Placement Language and 
Composition!  This is my 5th year teaching this course, and I am eager to help 
you hone and develop your skills as critical thinkers, engaged readers, and 
cogent writers.   
 
I will use Google classroom [you must add the app through the Webstore on 
Google Chrome using your Westerville student account (student 
number@studentswcsoh.org)].  Once you have this app, you can use the 
classroom code for our summer reading project (rs5omuf) to add the course. 
This is where you will access digital documents and submit your work along the 
way. Please call me if you have issues (614-260-0698). 
 
If you want to know more about the College Board’s curriculum for this course 
and the kinds of reading and writing we will do this year, check out the AP 
Language homepage: 
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-english-language-and-composition 
 
Your summer reading project will be a mix of whole class reading and choice 
reading.  This year the district will provide you with the books: On Writing, The 
Elements of Style, and a choice book (see item 3, page 3).  You need to read 
King first, as you will use his thinking as an entry into your analysis of yourself as 
reader, writer, and thinker and as a lens to analyze your choice book. Your King 
notes will be due on 7/11/15.  Next you will read Elements of Style (per King’s 
recommendation) and turn in a reflective letter to me about who you are as a 
reader, writer and thinker.  This will be due 8/1/15.  Lastly, you will read and 
annotate your choice book.  You must have read and thoroughly annotated by 
8/17/15.  Bring your inked book to class that Monday, ready to write and ready 
to share.  This is an accelerated, college-level course.  You chose to the 
challenge and I will hold you accountable to high academic standards, 
intellectual integrity, and due dates. 
 
This summer I will be reading all the choice books and rereading the common 
texts.  I will attend a week-long intensive AP training, and I will work at the 
Wexner Center to learn more about the fall show we will see there.  I hope to 
squeeze in a little travel and time with my sons (Finn, 12 and Rain, 14) and finish 
work on my 3rd story addition to my house.  I know you are busy, too, and I am 
eager to hear about your adventures, academic and fanciful, in August. 

Happy summer, 
 
 
 
Ms. Swensen  



Critical Thinking 

"It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without 
accepting it."                 Aristotle 

Critical thinkers are able to engage ideas from multiple perspectives, through 
multiple lenses, using systematic processes to improve the quality of their thinking 
by skillfully taking charge of the structures inherent in thinking and imposing 
intellectual standards upon them. 
 
A well-cultivated critical thinker: 

 raises vital questions and problems, formulating them clearly and precisely; 
 gathers and assesses relevant information, using abstract ideas to interpret it 

effectively comes to well-reasoned conclusions and solutions, testing them against 
relevant criteria and standards; 

 thinks open-mindedly within alternative systems of thought,  recognizing and 
assessing, as need be, their assumptions, implications, and practical consequences; 

 communicates effectively with others in figuring out solutions to complex problems. 
 

Engaged Reading 

“Reading a book is like re-writing it for yourself.”                                 Angela Carter 

Engaged readers read on myriad levels: what a text says, what a text does, what text 
means.   

Engaged readers want to clarify an author’s purpose, tone and other persuasive 
choices, and point of view.  In this process, engaged readers ask questions, make 
connections (self, text, world), reflect on context, look for patterns, think through and re-
read what they do not understand, analyze logic and use of evidence, compare and 
contrast to other texts, articulate what is unsaid, annotate and write about texts, and 
seek out others’ perspectives. 

Cogent* Writing 

“Words are a lens to focus one’s mind.”                                                Ayn Rand 

Cogent writers are driven by purpose as they understand and write to specific 
audiences.  Please use your insight from King and Strunk & White to develop your own 
understanding and prioritizing tools and skills that comprise “good writing.” 

* cogent – adj. clear, logical, convincing.  Engaged readers look up words that are 
unfamiliar. 

 



Summer Reading Components 

 
1) Read On Writing by Stephen King.  As you read, annotate and take notes on 
King’s definition of, tools for, and process of good writing (“What Writing Is,” 
“Toolbox,” and “On Writing”).  You should have a comprehensive list.  Next 
reread to find examples of these strategies in part I (“C.V.”) with direct citations 
and page numbers (minimum of 10). These are due to google classroom by 
7/11/15. Your final notes will be used during the part 3 of your summer reading 
project and in the first full week of class. 
 
2) After reading King and thinking about your own strengths and struggles, read 
The Elements of Style with careful attention to your own writing practice.  Use 
King, Strunk & White, and my notes on critical thinking, engaged reading, and 
cogent writing to compose a letter to me with details and evidence of who you 
are as a thinker, reader, and writer.  Please include details and evidence from 
your own writing, while carefully articulating specific goals across all these 
categories. I will post my own as a model on Google classroom. Submit your 
letter by 8/1/15. 
 
3) Read one of the following contemporary titles, loosely connected across the 
contemporary themes of technology use, literacies, educational policy, and 
neuroscience.  As a critical reader, you should use marginalia/annotations to 
hold your thinking.  THESE WILL BE GRADED! 

1. As you read, apply King’s criteria for what good writers do and find 
textual evidence that supports these observations. 

2.  Make a list in the back of the book of ALL unfamiliar words (My 
assumption is that you will know the meaning of these words with page 
numbers i.e., LOOK THEM UP.) 

3. Personal connections, connections to other things you’ve read or 
world events/history 

4. Questions 
5. Key Ideas and connections to OVERALL PURPOSE of the text 
6. Interesting language and/or evidence and/or use of sources      
7. Articulate what is left unsaid or left out 
8. Evidence of bias **                        

You need to have this book read and annotated by 8/17/15. 
** Color coding is a useful tool in annotating.  Highlighting is not enough!  You 
must add your own notes in the margins, too (see example on Google 
Classroom). 



Choice Books 

Where You Go Is Not Who You'll Be: An Antidote to the College Admissions 
Mania by Frank Bruni   

The Shallows by Nicholas Carr  

Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can't Stop Talking by Susan Cain 

The Teenage Brain: A Neuroscientist's Survival Guide to Raising Adolescents and 
Young Adults by Frances E. Jensen & Amy Ellis Nutt  

Excellent Sheep: The Miseducation of the American Elite and the Way to a 
Meaningful Life by William Deresiewicz   

The Marshmallow Test: Mastering Self-Control by Walter Mischel   

 

 


