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Dear Honors Student: 
 
Welcome to Honors English I! This summer reading project is designed to help ensure that you are 
prepared for the new academic school year.  Additionally, reading helps to build your vocabulary, perfect 
your writing skills, open your eyes to a wide variety of opportunities, ideas, and personalities, develop your 
problem-solving skills, and help improve upon your standardized test scores.  
 
You are required to read one book this summer and then complete the attached written assignment. It is 
suggested that you read the book in its entirety prior to beginning the written assignment.    
 
These books were selected for literary merit (quality of writing and critical acclaim for authors) and for 
high-interest for young adults. Please also note that some of the books listed contain events, language and 
themes intended for mature readers. Use your personal and family tastes, values and sensibilities as a filter 
to help you decide on appropriate reading material for you. 
 
Your Honors English I teacher will assign an essay related to your novel during the 2015-2016 school year.  
In order to complete the essay, you will need to have a copy of the novel you read for the summer project. 
 
Sincerely, 
Honors English I Teachers 

 

Project Due Date 
 

For all Westerville high schools, the Summer Reading Project is due on the first day of school (Wednesday, 

August 12th). Please personally deliver your writings to your Honors English I teacher the first day of regular 

classes.  

 
 

Late Policy 
 

Students turning in the summer project late will receive reduced credit.  Failure to turn in the summer 

project will result in a zero for the assignment which is part of the first quarter’s grades.  For new students 

to the district, the due date for the project is October 5th (one week before the end of the first grading 

period). New students will also need to complete the in-class assessments over the summer reading 

project given during the school year.  
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Book Choices: You will select one of the following books to read.  It is strongly suggested that you read your 
book choice in its entirety prior to completing the written assignment.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The House of Scorpion 
by Nancy Farmer 

 
Publisher Description: Between the U.S.A. and Aztlán (once called Mexico) lies a strip of land, known as 
Opium, the name of its chief product.  It is ruled by a 146-year-old drug lord known as El Patrón.  His fields 
are tilled by illegal immigrants, called "eejits," who have computer chips implanted in their brains so that 
they can be kept in slavery.  Matt, a boy who is confined in a cottage on El Patrón estate, manages to break 
out, only to find himself treated like an animal.  Eventually he learns why.  The tattoo on his foot, "Property 
of Alacrán Estates," means that he is a clone of El Patrón--and that he is being raised to provide spare body 
parts for his original.  With the aid of Tam Lin, his bodyguard, Matt escapes from Opium but that is not the 
end of his troubles.  He is imprisoned in a brutal labor camp for orphaned boys in Aztlán and leads a rebellion 
to rescue not only himself, but the other "Lost Boys." 

 
"Farmer's novel may be futuristic, but it hits close to home, raising questions of what it means to be human, 
what is the value of life, and what are the responsibilities of a society. Readers will be hooked from the first 
page."--Publishers' Weekly, starred review 

 
 

The Book Thief 
By Markus Zusak 

 

Publisher Description: It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been 
busier, and will become busier still.  Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches 
out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With 
the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her 
neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement. 
 
In superbly crafted writing that burns with intensity, award-winning author Markus Zusak, author of I Am the 
Messenger, has given us one of the most enduring stories of our time. 
 

Eleanor and Park 
by Rainbow Rowell 

 
Booklist Review:  Right from the start of this tender debut, readers can almost hear the clock winding down 
on Eleanor and Park. After a less than auspicious start, the pair quietly builds a relationship while riding the 
bus to school every day, wordlessly sharing comics and eventually music on the commute. Their worlds 
couldn’t be more different. Park’s family is idyllic: his Vietnam vet father and Korean immigrant mother are 
genuinely loving. Meanwhile, Eleanor and her younger siblings live in poverty under the constant threat of 
Richie, their abusive and controlling stepfather, while their mother inexplicably caters to his whims. The 
couple’s personal battles are also dark mirror images. Park struggles with the realities of falling for the school 
outcast; in one of the more subtle explorations of race and the other in recent YA fiction, he clashes with his 
father over the definition of manhood. Eleanor’s fight is much more external, learning to trust her feelings 
about Park and navigating the sexual threat in Richie’s watchful gaze. In rapidly alternating narrative voices, 
Eleanor and Park try to express their all-consuming love. You make me feel like a cannibal, Eleanor says. The 
pure, fear-laced, yet steadily maturing relationship they develop is urgent, moving, and, of course, 
heartbreaking, too. 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11925514-code-name-verity
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Book Assignment Overview 
 

 For the book that you select, you will also need to pick one of the subjects below to focus on in order to 
complete the written assignment. While reading, focus on the subject selected.  Think about how the 
subject is being developed and what the author is saying about it.  

 Once you have completed the reading, reflect on what the book may be saying about the subject you 
selected.  You will need to take your chosen subject and develop it into a theme that reflects what the 
author seems to be saying about it.  For example, if the subject is “hope” perhaps the book is trying to say 
“human beings need hope to persevere through difficult times.”   Explain how this main idea is developed 
throughout the book. Your multi-paragraph reflection should be approximately 250 words and should not 
exceed 300 words. It should include an introduction, body paragraph(s) and a conclusion.  You should 
incorporate MLA cited quotes from the story as textual support for what you are saying.  In Microsoft Word 
a running word count can be found on the bottom of your screen.  Please type your response (double-
spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman).    

Subjects 
 
The House of Scorpion 

- Identity 
- Hope 
- Fear of the unknown 

 
The Book Thief 

- Power of words 
- Criminality 
- Courage 

 
Eleanor and Park 

- Feelings of isolation 
- Family dynamic 
- Self-image 
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 Summer Reading Project Checklist 
 
____  1.  Select one of the three books and read it in its entirety. 
____  2.  Select a subject to focus on for your “book assignment”  (see the list of acceptable subjects  
 by book). 
____  3.  Compose a 250-300 word reflection as described in the “book assignment overview”. 
____  4.  Proofread your work, have someone else proofread your work and be ready to submit your 

completed project on the first day of school. 
____  5.  If possible, please plan to bring your novel with you to school.  You will be required to write an 

extended essay during the school year.  
 

Summer Reading Project Rubric 
 
- A- Very thorough- You addressed all parts of the project. The textual evidence you selected clearly supports the 

subject and your explanation of the development of the subject is very thorough.  The quality and development 
of ideas, organization, relevance, wording and phrasing, grammar, punctuation and style were all excellent and 
appropriate for an Honors Freshman student.  You clearly worked hard on this and your strong effort is 
appreciated.  You are on your way to success in Honors English!  

 
- B- Good Job- You addressed all parts of the project.  The textual evidence you selected supports the subject and 

your explanation of the development of the subject is included but is not very thorough.  You need to work on 
better explaining how the subject develops throughout the novel. Your writing is appropriate for a freshman, but 
may need some more work to be considered exemplary level.  Your writing was organized and there were few 
errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling.  You will need to apply yourself more in order to receive an A in 
Honors English, but your potential for success is evident.   

  
- C- Average- You addressed all parts of the project.  The evidence you selected does not completely support your 

subject and therefore leaves your explanation of the development of the subject lacking.  You need to select 
better textual support for your subject and work on explaining how the subject develops throughout the novel.   
Your style of writing is common and not engaging.  You should focus more on the quality and development of 
ideas, organization, and making sure what you are writing about is relevant to the topic.  There are several errors 
in grammar, punctuation and spelling.  Expect to work harder this year in Honors English, but don’t give up!  

 
- D- What happened? - You have not covered all of the requirements of the project and your work shows little 

effort.  You have not selected evidence from the book to support your subject and your explanation of the 
development of the subject is therefore not evident.  Your writing is below average for a freshman student.  In 
order to keep up with the level of your peers, you will need to work on organizing your writing, developing quality 
ideas, and improving the wording and phrasing of your writing.   There are too many errors in grammar, 
punctuation and spelling.  You will need to work much harder in order to maintain an average grade in Honors 
English. 
 

- F- There is not enough information included or project was not submitted.  There is little to no effort in your 
project.   
 

 


