
Honors British Literature  
Summer Reading Project 2014-2015 
Mr. Cowman 

 

 

Dear Wildcat,  

 Congratulations on your decision to challenge yourself by taking Honors British Literature for the 
2014-2015 school year. I am sure you enjoy this course as much as I will enjoy teaching it.  

 For your summer reading project, you will read two well-known twentieth-century novels: 1984 
by George Orwell and Brave New World by Aldous Huxley. I have chosen these two novels for a couple 
of reasons. Due to the rich depth of British Literature and the adoption of a chronological approach to 
said topic, we may not even reach the twentieth century. Most importantly, however, both Orwell and 
Huxley wrote about fictional dystopian societies and developments that are becoming increasingly 
relevant today.  

 These novels are easily available. You may want to try Half-Price Books for a used copy, but you 
can also try your local Barnes and Nobel or even the Internet. I wouldn’t concern yourself with obtaining 
lavish printings of these novels. You may want to annotate because it is incredibly helpful with current 
and future assignments, but it is not necessary. However, keep in mind you want to give yourself ample 
time to complete these novels and your project. With that in mind, do not wait until the last week of 
July and order from the Internet and find yourself eagerly waiting for your mail to arrive and silently 
cursing your mail carrier and yourself for procrastinating. In other words, do not procrastinate. Obtain 
these novels and start reading. You’ll thank me in August.  

 For the required written portion of the project, I would like for you to compare the two works of 
literature, but I do not want a formal essay. Instead, you are to create some type of chart or other 
graphic. Three sections must be included: 1984, Brave New World, and Contemporary Society. Begin by 
filling in the details of the two novels with basic literary categories such as characters, settings, point of 
view, theme, plot structure, foreshadowing, symbolism, etc. Then, show your creativity and depth of 
thought by including other aspects of the novels which you can compare to each other and 
contemporary society. You’ll want to think about social, political, and interpersonal issues, customs, and 
attitudes. Be brief and specific. Try to cover a broad spectrum. Be artistic. Add pictures, symbols, colors, 
etc. You may use a poster board, PowerPoint, or Prezi. If you choose to utilize an electronic medium, be 
sure to include a USB drive inside an envelope clearly marked with your name.  

 This project is worth 100 points. It will be evaluated on accuracy, originality, effort, and 
thoroughness. A portion of the points is to give you credit for reading the novels, so it is up to you to 
show me you read by including enough detail to prove the depth of your reading. This is not a 
collaborative effort or a group project. You are to stay far away from websites and outside sources. If 



evidence of collaboration or plagiarism is suspected and found, you will receive absolutely no credit 
for the project and will ruin your first nine weeks (and perhaps your whole year). Basically, do the 
work yourself. You deserve that much. I believe in you. 

 Projects are due on Monday, August 4, 2014, by 12:00 P.M. They are to be turned into the 
front office. Seeing as it will be August by then, I will hardly be able to contain myself from coming back 
to school and picking up your assignments. I will most likely pick up your projects around 12:15 that day. 
If I do not have your project, it simply means you were late. If that’s not the case, you will definitely 
want the secretary on duty to initial and date when  you turned in your project. If you have any 
questions about the project, do not e-mail my school address. It is best to reach me at 
jamesgcowman@gmail.com. I’m pretty decent at returning e-mails, but you may want to give me a 
couple of days if I am out of town. Do not wait until August 1 to contact me with questions. That will just 
prove your procrastination. Remember your procrastination does not constitute an emergency on my 
behalf.  

 I hope you enjoy your summer and these novels. Be prepared to write and discuss when you 
arrive back to Westerville South. I look forward to both your projects and getting to know you.  

 

 

 Sincerely,  

 

 

  Mr. Cowman 
  Westerville South High School 
  jamesgcowman@gmail.com 

 

PROJECTS ARE DUE NO LATER THAN 12:00 P.M. ON 
MONDAY, AUGUST 4. Turn in the project in the main 
office. Go Cats.  
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